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UPCOMING PROGRAMS:    
 

ReferenceUSA Workshops 
 

Presented by Kam Draper 
 

 Learn to use the ReferenceUSA database 

 Details on 42 million U.S. businesses 

 Do market research; get sales leads, and more! 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 
Time: Noon - 1:00pm or 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Location: State Library of Arizona, Con Cronin 
Commons 
 

Program Registration: www.azlibrary.gov/eventreg/  
More information at (602)926-3870 
research@azlibrary.gov   
 
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable 
accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting 
(602) 926-3870. Requests should be made as early as possible to 
allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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releases from big studios may be out of reach but there is still 
plenty to put your mouse finger to work.  
 
In addition many games support USB controllers so they can 
replicate the full game console experience. Today thanks to 
the Steam holiday sales my library has ballooned to over 25 
games while my wallet is still safely holding some green. So if 
you have a current PC and are curious about trying some 
games out I recommend you head over to the steam store 
and download the client. Just don’t tell your significant other 
it was my idea. 

 

 

Want to Vote in the Primary?  
Choose a Party by February 22 
By Secretary of State Michele Reagan 

 
Voters registered as “other,” more commonly known as 
“independents,” make up the largest voting bloc in the 
state of Arizona, but are not eligible to vote in the 
Presidential Preference Election (PPE) on March 22. 
 
In order to cast a ballot in the PPE, a voter must be 
registered with a recognized political party; such as the 
Democratic, Republican, or Green Party; by February 22.  
Voters registered in a political party with qualified 
candidates will receive a ballot with those candidates from 
the same party. A list of candidates who qualified for the 
2016 Arizona PPE is available on online at the Secretary of 
State’s website. 
 
If voters would like to update their party preference or 
any other pertinent information on their voter 
registration, voters may do so easily online 
at www.servicearizona.com or Arizona.Vote. 
 
For more information on your voter registration, contact 
your county election officials.  
 
Arizona Secretary of State: http://www.azsos.gov 
 
Arizona.Vote: http://goo.gl/zEJE87 
 
County Election Officials: http://goo.gl/Yn5mc6 
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Native American Materials Added  
to the Arizona Memory Project 
By Andy Bourgeois 

The history and culture of Native Americans has long 
been a point of focus in the federal documents 
collection at the State Library, so we are excited to 
announce a major digitization project that focuses on 
materials from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Smithsonian Institution, and Bureau of American 
Ethnology. These materials cover a wide range of 
 

topics and include traditional stories, tribal constitutions, 
dictionaries of Native American languages, and quite a bit 
more. Many of these materials are quite old, so this 
project will help preserve this information as well.  
 
Most of these materials were obtained through the State 
Library’s participation in the Federal Depository Library 
Program (FDLP), a program which exists to provide free, 
public access to federal government information. This 
project was made possible by the Library Services and 
Technology Act, a federal program that helps libraries 
across the United States provide services and purchase 
technology that they might not otherwise be able to 
afford.  
 
We have already digitized more than 100 items from our 
Bureau of Indian Affairs material and made them 
available through the Arizona Memory Project. Please 
take a moment to check out this new addition to our 
Arizona Related Federal Publications collection and check 
back in as we continue to add more materials. 
 
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/landingpage/collecti
on/feddocs 
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“The old man was peering intently at the shelves.  
'I'll have to admit that he's a very competent scholar.' 
‘Isn't he just a librarian?' Garion asked, 'somebody 
who looks after books?' 
‘That's where all the rest of scholarship starts, 
Garion. All the books in the world won't help you if 
they're just piled up in a heap.’” 
 

-David Eddings, King of the Murgos 
 

We’re on the web! Our blog is at: 

http://statelibraryofarizona.wordpress.com/ 

Visit us at: www.azlibrary.gov/sla 

What’s in Public PAIR? 
By Peter Grant 
 

Public PAIR is the public portal to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office’s Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) database, and a great source for 
information about a published patent application or issued 
patent.   
 
Although PAIR is not keyword searchable (you will need a 
document number such as patent number, patent 
application number, or publication number to retrieve 
anything) it is the portal to viewing a patent’s file. A patent 
file, sometimes known as a “file wrapper” or “patent 
wrap” is the collection of documents , including the 
application, leading up to the issuance, or rejection of a 
patent application. These documents can be used to assist 
in patent searching, as well as to assess the strength of a 
pending or existing patent, and include the patent 
examiner’s search strategy, and any correspondence 
between the applicant and the examiner including initial 
rejections and any amendments made to address them. 
 
To try it out, use this recent Apple patent, aimed at 
improving the sound of speakers on small devices: 
US Pat. #9,237,389 
 

http://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair  
 

Where to Look for Obituaries 
By Chris Seggerman 
 
Family historians often start out by researching  
obituaries: Death certificates can be hard to order if you 
are not an immediate family member, or an obituary may 
exist where a death certificate does not. Obituaries can be 
full of information—if you can find them! 
 
Newer genealogists researching obituaries in the Arizona 
Republican—and later Republic— in the 1920s and 1930s 
might be baffled because the paper does not have an 
obituary section. It has stories about death, which ended 
up in the local news section. The death may be on the 
front page if the person was prominent enough, or the 
death was lurid enough.  “Death Notices”are the most 
comparable thing to the modern obituary section, as they 
are alphabetical. Those are located at the beginning of the 
classified section.  
 
However, the Arizona Republic did not have a section 
devoted to obituaries as it does now until the late 1950s.  
The title changed during that time period, sometimes 
reading “Obituaries”, sometimes “Deaths” or “Deaths and 
Funerals.” Researchers should also note the obituaries are 
not listed alphabetically as they are now. Sometimes they 
are split into several sections: In one issue, the table of 
contents listed the obituaries in section D, then noted 
“Other Obituaries, Page B6”. It took the Republic some 
time to add a box with an alphabetic list of the deceased, 
saving time, and even longer to alphabetize the obituaries 
by surname.   
 
Other newspapers have different systems. Generally 
smaller weekly newspapers are easier, because there are 
less pages to hunt through. Success sometimes depends 
on finding the right suburb: The Arizona Republic did not 
run a story or obituary on the death of a doctor in 
Glendale, but the Glendale paper of the time did.  The 
Mesa FamilySearch Library maintains a database 
 
 

 

 

of Arizona obituaries at:  
 
http://www.mesarfhc.org/search/azobits.htm. 
 
This is the first place I go when looking for an Arizona 
obituary, though I have found it is not exhaustive.  The 
Archives and Record Management Branch will perform 
newspaper research for $10, prepaid. This covers a two-
week time period selected by the patron. 
 
The PDF form for newspaper research is located here:  
 

http://www.azlibrary.gov/sites/azlibrary.gov/files/arm_ne
wspaper_reference_policy_8-10-2015.pdf 
 

The State Library is on Twitter! 
Get the latest from all our branches! 
https://twitter.com/statelibaz 

 
 

 

 

The State Library is on Facebook! 
Get the latest from SLA! 
https://www.facebook.com/StateLibAZ  
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