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UPCOMING PROGRAMS:    
 

A Primer on the Arizona Department of Veterans’ 
Services 
 

 Learn about the services offered by this state agency 

 Presented by Martha Alderman of the Arizona 
Department of Veterans’ Services 

 
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 
Time: 12:00 noon-1:00pm 
Location: State Library of Arizona, Con Cronin Commons 

 
Applying for a Federal Trademark? 
Learn to use the Trademark Electronic Application 
System (TEAS) 
 

Presented by Craig Morris of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office 
 

 Live demonstration of the USPTO’s online application 
system 

 Help resources within the application 

 How to avoid common mistakes 
 

Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
Time: 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Location: State Library of Arizona, Con Cronin Commons 

 
Program Registration: www.azlibrary.gov/eventreg/  
More information at (602)926-3870 

research@azlibrary.gov   
 
All programs are free! 
 
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable 
accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting 
(602) 926-3870. Requests should be made as early as possible to 
allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
 

releases from big studios may be out of reach but there is still 
plenty to put your mouse finger to work.  
 
In addition many games support USB controllers so they can 
replicate the full game console experience. Today thanks to 
the Steam holiday sales my library has ballooned to over 25 
games while my wallet is still safely holding some green. So if 
you have a current PC and are curious about trying some 
games out I recommend you head over to the steam store 
and download the client. Just don’t tell your significant other 
it was my idea. 

 

 

Powering Libraries in the Digital Age 
By Janet “Jaime” Ball 

 
To stay relevant in an age of holograms, wearables, and 
personal robots, libraries need to reach beyond the present 
into the future. The Library Services & Technology Act 
(LSTA) helps make that possible. The largest source of 
federal funding support for library services in the United 
States, LSTA has morphed through the decades. Originally 
known as the Library Services Act and then the Library 
Services & Construction Act, the monies were once used 
primarily to purchase bookmobiles and construct library 
buildings. Gradually, the Act shifted focus toward 21st 
century issues, including technology and digital initiatives.  
 
Libraries across Arizona use LSTA funds to improve digital 
literacy in their communities. Here are a few examples: 
 

 Flagstaff introduced iPads into their early learning 
programs, using educational apps to engage parents 
and children alike. 
 

 At the Phoenix Public Library, teens hone their 21st 
Century skills by introducing other library users to 
modern technologies, such as digital imaging, 3D 
printing, and software coding.  
 

 In Cochise County, the bookmobile was outfitted with 
wireless technology and digital devices so that grade 
school children in rural areas can keep up with their 
classmates.  

For more information about LSTA in Arizona, visit 
www.azlibrary.gov/libdev/funding/lsta. To learn about LSTA 
nationwide, visit the website of the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) at www.imls.gov. 
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A Treasure from the State Library of 
Arizona’s Collection 
By Mala Muralidharan 

The 1st Arizona Territorial Legislative Assembly’s 
session was opened by Territorial Secretary Richard C. 
McCormick on September 26, 1864, in Prescott,  

 

Arizona, and ran for forty-three days. Anticipating the need 
for a new legal code, Judge William T. Howell and Coles 
Bashford researched and prepared a 400-page code based 
primarily upon the laws of New York and California. After a 
lot of debate and some modifications, the code was enacted 
and named the "Howell Code" after its principal architect.  
 
View this 1864 publication on the Arizona Memory Project: 
 
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/ref/collection/statepub
s/id/8469 
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When you think government information, you don’t 
necessarily think “gas station.” The Department of Energy is 
working to change that by helping the public make 
informed decisions about alternative fuel vehicles through 
the Alternative Fuels Data Center (www.afdc.energy.gov). 
This handy website includes a number of tools, including 
information on several kinds of popular alternative fuels. 
Some fuels work with more traditional engines, such as 
biodiesel or ethanol; others such as hydrogen fuel cells or 
natural gas can still be a bit more exotic in many parts of 
the country.  
 
The AFDC site includes easy-to-use, nationwide maps of 
filling stations that offer biodiesel, ethanol, electricity, 
hydrogen, natural gas, or propane. This can help consumers 
thinking about purchasing an alternative fuel vehicle 
determine that fuel’s availability in their area or see if their 
annual summer road trip would still be viable in an electric 
car. There are also tools that show any federal or state 
incentives for buying alternative fuel vehicles or the 
infrastructure (i.e. charging station) you might add to a 
home or business. Several calculators help both individuals 
and businesses figure the costs of purchasing and 
maintaining alternative fuel vehicles. 
 
If you or your business is exploring alternative fuel vehicles, 
these tools are a great place to start when determining 
whether a change in fuel makes sense for you. 
 

  
 
 

 
Newsletter edited by Peter Grant 

 
 

occasional attorney, to an institution numbering on its shelves 
close to 300,000 items, covering a broad field of human 
knowledge and serving, in a large way, the people of a 
commonwealth.” 
 
In addition to growing the library’s collection, Con Cronin was 
also a founding member of the organization that is now the 
Arizona Library Association (AzLA), and an early advocate for 
the development of libraries. It is in recognition of Mr. Cronin’s 
contributions to the State Library and librarianship in Arizona, 
that we have named our presentation area in his honor. 
 
To see the original report, click here: 
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/ref/collection/statepubs/i
d/22342 
 

 

 
"If we can put a man on the moon and sequence the 
human genome, we should be able to devise something 
close to a universal digital public library.” 
- Peter Singer, Philosopher 

We’re on the web! Our blog is at: 

http://statelibraryofarizona.wordpress.com/ 

Visit us at: www.azlibrary.gov/sla 

Is an Alternative Fuel Vehicle 
Right for You? 
By Andy Bourgeois 
 

Notary Public or Public Notary? 
By Patricia A. Viverto 
 
It may seem unusual to most readers, but the Notary Public 
has its roots in the Roman Empire.  It was the early day 
notaries, “notarii” or “scribae” (witnessing stenographers) 
that the roots for our current Notary Public lie in.   
 
Present day notaries administer oaths and affirmations, take 
affidavits and statutory declarations, witness and 
authenticate the execution of certain documents, take 
acknowledgments and perform certain other official acts.  
Notaries are public officials and have a wide influence on 
society from real estate transactions, private property 
transactions, transactions dealing with personal affairs and 
many other issues connected to the business world.  A notary 
is required to record all notarial acts in a journal. Said journal 
is a public record and may be viewed by or copied for any 
member of the public upon presentation of a specific written 
request.   
 
The Business Services Division of the Secretary of State’s 
Office has a staff of 15 employees based out of the State 
Capitol Executive Tower in Phoenix and the State Building in 
Tucson.  Issuing Notary Commission Certificates is one of the 
responsibilities of this office.  Whereas issuing Notary 
Commissions is only one of the many services provided to 
public and private sector entities and individuals, it is one of 
the most utilized. 
 
So why are notaries needed?  In a civilized society, ensuring 
the proper execution of many life changing documents of 
private citizens is necessary because it contributes to and 
legitimizes an orderly flow of business, personal, and 
professional transactions. The Secretary of State’s Office 
takes pride in contributing to the quality of business 
operations for the citizens of Arizona.   
 
Visit our website at http://www.azsos.gov/business/notary-
public  to learn more about becoming a notary.   

 

 

 

Con Cronin was effectively the first State  
Librarian (the library had existed as the Territorial Library 
since 1864, but only officially became the State Library in 
statute in 1915), and served from his appointment in 1915 
until his death in 1932.  After Cronin’s passing, his successor, 
Mulford Winsor, wrote of him in the library’s biennial report 
to the governor: “What Mr. Cronin did for the State Library 
may not, however, be measured in terms of years. He was 
the father of the Library as it is today. He made it. It grew up, 
under his enthusiastic and intelligent guidance, from a small 
law library, useful only to the Supreme Court and an  

 

Con Cronin Commons? 
By Peter Grant 
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