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UPCOMING PROGRAMS:    
 

Magna Carta: What’s So Great about the ‘Great 
Charter’? 
 

Join us to see the 2014-2015 ABA Magna  
Carta Video Competition Winner 

 

 See the movie! 

 Learn about the Magna Carta 

 Filmmakers’ discussion of moviemaking and background 

 Presentation of certificates by Vice Chief Justice of the 
Arizona  Supreme Court John Pelander and State Librarian 
Joan Clark 
 

Date: Wednesday May 13
th

, 2015 
Time: 3:30pm – 4:30pm 
Location: Arizona Capitol Museum, Historic Senate Chambers 
 

Rights, Runnymede, and Robin Hood: Magna Carta to 
the Bill of Rights 
 

In Celebration of the 800
th

 Anniversary of the Magna Carta 
 

 Presented by nationally known speaker Robert J. 
McWhirter 

 
Date: Wednesday, June 15, 2015 
Time: 12:00noon-1:00pm 
Location: State Library of Arizona Con Cronin Commons 
 

Trademark Basics 
 

Presented by Craig Morris of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office 
 

 How trademarks, copyrights, patents, domain names and 
business name registrations differ 

 Importance of selecting a mark that is federally 
registerable and legally protectable 

 Importance of doing a complete search 

 Whether an attorney should be used 

 Trademark infringement 

 The federal registration process 

 How to avoid scams by firms charging for services not 
required by the USPTO 

 
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2015 
Time: 3:00pm-4:30pm 
Location: Polly Rosenbaum History and Archives Building 

 
Program Registration: www.azlibrary.gov/eventreg/  
More information at (602)926-3870 

research@azlibrary.gov   

All programs are free! 

 

The Capitol Stacks   

State Library of Arizona, Room 300,  
1700 W Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ.  85007 
E-mail us:  research@azlibrary.gov     Call us 602-926-3870 
www.azlibrary.gov/sla        
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releases from big studios may be out of reach but there is still 
plenty to put your mouse finger to work.  
 
In addition many games support USB controllers so they can 
replicate the full game console experience. Today thanks to 
the Steam holiday sales my library has ballooned to over 25 
games while my wallet is still safely holding some green. So if 
you have a current PC and are curious about trying some 
games out I recommend you head over to the steam store 
and download the client. Just don’t tell your significant other 
it was my idea. 

 

 

800 Years of Rights and Liberties 
By Efrem K. Sepulveda 

 
Our Founding Fathers called for the thirteen colonies to 
separate from Great Britain believing that the monarch, 
King George III, had violated their rights and liberties as 
Englishmen.  Where did they get their ideas of rights and 
liberties which stated in part that the monarchy did not 
have absolute rule over their lives?  Some of their ideas 
were derived from the 1689 English Bill of Rights.   
 

However, the root of English liberties is a document that is 
recognized the world over—the Magna Carta.    According 
to the National Archives site on the Magna Carta, the Fifth 
Amendment to the Constitution ("no person shall . . . be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law.") is a direct descendent of Magna Carta's 
guarantee of proceedings according to the "law of the 
land.” 
 

This coming June marks the 800th Anniversary of the 
signing of the Magna Carta by King John of England.  
According to the website http://magnacarta800th.com/, 
the ideas of limiting the king’s power date back over 100 
years before to the rule of Henry I who signed the 
Coronation Charter which was designed to curtail the 
abuses of the king.  Even though this charter and the 
Magna Carta were not adhered to in the lifetimes of their 
creators, over the course of the next 800 years, “the idea 
of Magna Carta gathered momentum and assumed a 
greater authority in respect of the central key clauses 
concerning liberty and justice. These central clauses … 
have not only stood the test of time, but have a potency of 
their own which has seen off hundreds of attempts at 
annulment, repeal, modification and suspension by 
successive monarchs and governments.”  
 

For More information:  
 

Magna Carta 800th: 
http://magnacarta800th.com/history-of-the-magna-carta/ 
 

Library of Congress’ website at 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/magna-carta-muse-and-
mentor/index.html  
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We prize the handwritten copies of our  
founding documents because they are rare  
and anachronistic, created well after the  
printing press. However, four handwritten copies of the 
Magna Carta from 1215 survive because they were mass-
produced, by hand, for distribution like any other charter or 
royal document.  
 

These surviving copies—known as the Runnymede Four—
were produced by chancery clerks the same way other 
documents at the time were. They are written in a legible 
version blackletter or gothic hand, in Latin. Even though it is 
a highly abbreviated form of Latin, each copy probably took 
a clerk the better part of a day to write. Scriveners used 
feather quills, which would wear over time, and had to be 
trimmed about every ten lines to keep the lettering 
consistent.  
 

The old formula of inks like those used in the Magna Carta 
makes use of gallic or tannic acid collected from gall wasp 
nests. When combined with iron sulfate the solution 
oxidizes to a permanent ink, with acacia gum used to bind it 
to the page. This formula helped the Magna Carta last 800 
years, but was developed about 1000 years before that. 
Letters written this way start off black due to the 
oxidization but become brown over time, as the ink 
continues to oxidize. If the solution was too acidic—unlike 
those used in the Magna Carta—it would eat through the 
vellum, over time.  
 

Despite being produced at the same time, for distribution 
as official copies, none of these copies is the same in size—
due to variants in vellum size—or even text.  With these 
textual variations, historians hold each of the four copies as 
valid, though one was severely damage in a fire in 1731.  
 
The copy held by the British Library may be viewed at:  
 
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/magna-carta-1215 
 

 

  
 
 

 
Newsletter edited by Peter Grant 

 
 

As we celebrate the 800th  
anniversary of the Magna Carta 
document, let’s take a look at  
some related resources available 
in the State Library. 
 

1215: The Year of Magna Carta, by Danny Danziger & John 
Gillingham, Touchstone, 2003.  Genealogy 942.03 D199 – this 
work sheds light on life in England in the year of the Magna 
Carta 
 

A Brief History of the Magna Carta: The Story of the Origins 
of Liberty, by Geoffrey Hindley, Robinson Press, 2008.  
Genealogy 942.03 H662br – the author retells the story of 
events leading up to the meeting of King John and his Barons 
and looks at why this ancient document is of such great 
significance today 
 

Echoes from Runnymede: Magna Carta’s American Legacy, by 
A. E. Dick Howard, Massachusetts Law Review, Vol. 72, no. 3, 
Sept. 1987, pp. 33-37.  Law Periodicals (microfiche) 
 

Lectures on the Constitution and Laws of England : with a 
Commentary on Magna Charta, and Illustrations of Many of 
the English Statutes, by Francis Stoughton Sullivan, 1805.  Law 
KD3941 .S94 1805 (Territorial Library Collection) 
 

Magna Carta, by Robert Aitken & Marilyn Aitken, Litigation, 
Vol. 35, issue 3, Spring 2009, pp. 59-62.  Law Periodicals (also 
available on the HeinOnline database) 
 

Magna Carta, by J. C. Holt, 2nd edition, Cambridge University 
Press, 1992.  Genealogy 942.03 – this work gives historical 
background leading up to the Magna Carta 
 

Magna Carta Ancestry: A Study in Colonial and Medieval 
Families, by Douglas Richardson, Genealogical Publishing, 
2005.  Genealogy 929.72 R522 – this book documents lines of 
descent for 200 seventeenth-century North American colonists 
from the famous Magna Carta Barons of 1215 
 

Magna Carta and the Tradition of Liberty, by Louis B. Wright, 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 1976.  Federal 
Documents Y 3.Am 3/6:2 M 27 – includes a translation of the 
Magna Carta, color illustrations, and an index 
 

The Magna Carta Manifesto: Liberties and Commons for All, 
by Peter Lineburgh, University of California Press, 2008.  
Genealogy 942.03 L754 – the author employs four kinds of 
interpretation of Magna Carta: documentary, legal, cultural, 
and constitutional 
 

Magna Carta through the Ages, by Ralph V. Turner, Pearson, 
2003.  Genealogy 942.03 T951 – this work shows how the 
influence of the Magna Carta was felt well beyond the Middle 
Ages 

 

 
"Magna Carta is a shining symbol of our shared legal 
heritage and of the rule of law as a foundation for 
freedom and human rights. Today, the story of Magna 
Carta we should tell is not merely of Runnymede in 1215, 
but of the Great Charter’s enduring significance in the 
eight hundred years since.” 
 

- William C. Hubbard, 2014–2015 ABA President  
(Magna Carta: The Foundation of Freedom 1215–2015) 

We’re on the web! Our blog is at: 

http://statelibraryofarizona.wordpress.com/ 

Visit us at: www.azlibrary.gov/sla 

Magna Carta in the Library 
By Tony Bucci 

 
 
 
 

 

The Runnymede Four: Ink for 800 Years 
By Chris Seggerman 
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