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UPCOMING PROGRAMS:    
 

Healthy Arizona Worksites Program 
 

 Learn how to improve the health of your business 
through worksite wellness initiatives 

 Healthy worksite benefits 

 Free information, technical assistance, and resources 
 
Date: Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
Time: 12:00pm-1pm 
Location: State Library of Arizona 3

rd
 Floor Training Area 

 

Project Management Workshop: Using the Observe, 
Orient, Design, and Act (OODA) System 

 

 OODA has been successfully used by the military and 
business consultants 

 Learn from real applications in government, business, and 
education 

 Presented by Bill Bolin of STS 
 

Date: Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
Time: 12:30am-2pm 
Location: State Library of Arizona 3

rd
 Floor Training Area 

 

Auditor General’s Reports: What, Why, and How! 
 

 Types of reports available 

 Government performance and accountability 

 Presented by Kat Henderson, Research Librarian, Arizona 
Auditor General’s  Office 

 
Date: Thursday, March 05, 2015 

Time: 12:00pm – 1:00pm 

Location: State Library of Arizona, 3
rd

 Floor Training Area 

 

1700 W. Washington St. (State Capitol), Phoenix, AZ 
85007 
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Digitizing Executive Branch Documents 
By Andy Bourgeois  

 

 
 

releases from big studios may be out of reach but there is still 
plenty to put your mouse finger to work.  
 
In addition many games support USB controllers so they can 
replicate the full game console experience. Today thanks to 
the Steam holiday sales my library has ballooned to over 25 
games while my wallet is still safely holding some green. So if 
you have a current PC and are curious about trying some 
games out I recommend you head over to the steam store 
and download the client. Just don’t tell your significant other 
it was my idea. 

 

The State Library of Arizona has an agreement in place with 
ProQuest to provide documents from Executive Branch 
agencies for nondestructive digitization; this partnership 
covers documents from 1933-1945 and will offer state 
employees and onsite patrons digital access to many older, 
uncatalogued federal documents. The New Year has brought 
us a new resource as documents from 1933-1939 have just 
recently become available through the ProQuest 
Congressional database. The new module is automatically 
included with existing databases provided by ProQuest. This 
will continue to expand as more documents are scanned, as 
well as eventually providing records for the State Library’s 
catalog. This public-private partnership (say that three times 
fast) provides the State Library perpetual free access to this 
module, opens doors for potential collaborative efforts 
down the road, and furthers our goal of making our 
collection significantly more accessible to our patrons. 

 

 

Playing with Steam 
By Vinny Alascia 

 
Traditionally console gaming  
was home to easy pop in and  
play games while PC gaming boasted excellent 
expandability and customization but you had to work at it. 
Fortunately the gurus at Valve, creators of the Half Life 
and Team Fortress games came up with a solution that 
marries the best of both. It is called Steam, 
http://store.steampowered.com/. Steam is a game store, 
community, and client for PC, Mac, or Linux that strives to 
bring the ease of console gaming to PC gaming. For the 
most part it succeeds though some older games can 
require a few Google sessions to figure out. 
 
I began my foray into the world of Steam when I built a PC 
this past November for the purpose of accessing the 
service.  Because the range of games is so wide, you do 
not have to break the bank on a PC and a mid-priced one 
will run many of the games. True some of the latest  
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Recently someone called the reference line and asked, “Is it an 
Arizona law that donkeys cannot sleep in bathtubs?” What?!   
Immediately I thought of the occasional questions we get about 
so-called “Loony” or “Dumb” laws.  These lists have circulated 
on the internet for years, through web sites and email sharing.  
But do they hold any water?   
 

Speaking of water, another popular question asks: “Is it 
unlawful to refuse a person a glass of water in Arizona.”  This 
question often comes from a business proprietor who has been 
told that they have to provide free water to anyone who asks 
for it.  But do they? The fact is that most of the “dumb laws” 
that provide content for late night comedians or filler on a slow 
news day are not even real laws.  Yes, they could have existed 
at one time in one form or another.  But the research I have 
done has not confirmed any currently existing law. 
 

For instance, one legend has it that hunting camels is prohibited 
in Arizona.  This in fact was part of a territorial statute, section 
578 of the 1901 Penal Code, which stated that “every person 
who…shall at any time hunt, pursue, take, kill or destroy…any 
camel…shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.”  However, upon 
statehood in 1912, Arizona rewrote the Game and Fish  
protection laws -- and didn’t choose to include camels. 
 

Back to the water question.  No state law could be found 
regarding refusing to give water to a person. However, certain 
situations may come into play, such as A.R.S. 36-2281, which 
provides that a person shall not deny an infant of nourishment 
with the intent to cause or allow the death of the infant. 
 

And donkeys sleeping in bathtubs?  Again, no law.  Local 
ordinances provide regulation for the ownership of horses and 
donkeys.  Where they sleep is up to the owner! 

 

 

City Directories 
By Chris Seggerman 

 

 
"A library outranks any other one thing a community can 
do to benefit its people. It is a never failing spring in the 
desert." 
 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919) 

 

We’re on the web! Our blog is at: 

http://statelibraryofarizona.wordpress.com/ 

Visit us at: www.azlibrary.gov/sla 

Sometimes when people hunt an elusive ancestor, they say 
“It’s not like I can just look them up in a phone book!” 
Well, sometimes, THEY CAN. 
 

In the era before telephones, let alone cell phones, city and 
business directories acted as a guide to who lived where, and 
what sort of services people could find in those cities. 
Genealogists now use that information to look up ancestors. 
The information shown includes name, address, and 
sometimes occupation. The Arizona Memory Project has a 
collection of Arizona City Directories for Phoenix and Tucson 
from ranging from 1881 to 1900, located here:  
 
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/dir 
 

Other than just looking up an ancestor’s name and address, 
how do genealogists use city directories? They supply missing 
pieces of information that confirm the known and lead to the 
unknown.  
 

For example: from a newspaper, you learn an ancestor’s 
marriage took place in Phoenix in 1899. However, the 
announcement does not list the church the marriage took 
place in. If you want the records from the church, how can you 
find the right one? The marriage announcement said “L.A. 
McAfee” officiated, the 1899 Phoenix City Directory shows he 
was the Reverend of the First Presbyterian Church in Phoenix 
in two places.  First, you can look under “M” and find the 
Reverend’s name. The city directory also shows his church with 
that entry. This does not always happen; other directories 
require searching through lists of the staff of each church. If 
the city directory has been scanned and made searchable, this 
will speed your research, but sometimes the best way is just to 
read through the index as if it were still made of paper. Under 
the Churches section, Rev. McAfee is also shown as that 
church’s minister. That’s one way a city directory can help a 
family history researcher.  
 

Cities all over America have them, sometimes in state archives 
and historical societies. Institutions have been digitizing them, 
but the paper copies on hand usually exceed what you find 
online. The State Archives at 1901 W. Madison has a print 
collection of Arizona city directories as well. 

 

The Patent Litigation Online Toolkit 
By Peter Grant 

 
By Malavika Muralidharan 
 

 

 
 

Arizona’s Loony Laws: Fact or Myth? 
By Tony Bucci 
 
 
 
 

 

The Patent Litigation Online Toolkit was created by the 
USPTO to assist small businesses and consumers who receive 
letters accusing them of patent infringement. The Toolkit 
contains links to databases you can search to see if others 
have been sent the same letter, as well as information on 
patent infringement, including how to determine whether 

or not you are in fact infringing, and if the patent is valid. 
Even if you are not facing a demand letter or lawsuit, the 
Toolkit is a useful resource for basic information about 
patents, finding a patent attorney, and contains an 
excellent glossary of patent related legal terms. 
The Toolkit can be found at:  
 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/litigation/index.jsp 
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